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Getting lost in the romance 
of Seattle’s historic moviehouses 


projection-worthy. If so, the theater would receive permission to show the film, which dates from 1986. 


By MOIRA MACDONALD 
Seattle Times arts critic 


nce upon a time, when I was a 
wide-eyed undergraduate falling 
in love with movies and other 
things, I went to a screening at 
the Grand Illusion Cinema — I don’t remem- 
ber the title, but it was probably something 
black-and-white — with my boyfriend. He 
held my hand during the movie, as boy- 
friends endearingly do, and absently twisted 


a pearl ring I was wearing. Later, I looked at 
my ring and the tiny pearl, barely larger than 
the head of a pin, had dropped out of the 
setting, never to be found. 

I like to think that, tucked almost invisibly 
into a crack in the floor or the depths of up- 
holstery, that infinitesimal stone is still at the 
Grand Illusion, quietly winking in the dark. 
Because, a few decades later, the Grand Illu- 
sion — one of just a handful of vintage movie- 
houses in the Seattle area — is still showing 


ERIKA SCHULTZ / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Micah, left, and Kari Vacatio attend closing night at the 
Harvard Exit on Capitol Hill in January 2015. 


KEN LAMBERT / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
On the screen at the Grand Illusion is actor Mickey Rourke in “9% Weeks,” which is being tested to an empty house to see if the DVD is 


within. 
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movies, with maybe a tiny glint of the movie 
of my life (reader, I married him) embedded 


All of us go to the movies to feel something: 
to laugh, to cry, to be frightened, to be 
thrilled, to lose ourselves in a story. And that 
experience might feel just the littlest bit rich- 
er ina place with a story of its own; a place 
that holds some history. 

My parents, when they were dating, went 
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PETER LIDDELL / THE SEATTLE TIMES ARCHIVES 
Open since 1921 in Wallingford, the art deco Guild 45th 
(shown in 1982) abruptly ended its run in June 2017. 


Jared Kushner’s White House role has narrowed 


PRESIDENT’S SON-IN-LAW 
Confined by Kelly, but parts 


of ambitious agenda remain 


By SHARON LAFRANIERE, 
MAGGIE HABERMAN 


AND PETER BAKER 

The New York Times 
WASHINGTON — At a senior 

staff meeting early in President 


(front) Noelani Pantastico with Company dancers in George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker’, 


Donald Trump’s tenure, Reince 
Priebus, then White House chief of 
staff, posed a question to Jared 
Kushner: What would his newly 
created Office of American Innova- 
tion do? 

Kushner brushed him off, accord- 
ing to people privy to the exchange. 
Given that he and his top lieuten- 
ants were paid little or nothing, 
Kushner asked, “What do you 
care?” He emphasized his point 


choreography by George Balanchine © The George Balanchine Trust. © Angela Sterling. 


TO LAST A 
LIFETIME! | 


with an expletive. 

“OK,” Priebus replied. “You do 
whatever you want.” 

Few in the opening days of the 
Trump administration dared to 
challenge Kushner’s power to de- 
sign his job or steer the direction of 
the White House as he saw fit. But 
10 months after being given free 
rein to tackle everything from the 
federal government’s outdated 
technology to peace in the Middle 


East, the do-whatever-you-want 
stage of Kushner’s tenure is over. 
Kushner, the president’s son-in- 
law and senior adviser, who had 
been in seemingly every meeting 
and every photograph, has lately 
disappeared from public view and, 
according to some colleagues, 
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Cantwell 
in rematch 
with GOP 
over Arctic 
oil drilling 
‘SLEIGHT OF HAND’ 
ALLEGED IN TAX BILL 


Tap refuge to renew 
Alaska’s oil economy? 


By LYNDA V. MAPES 
AND HAL BERNTON 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


In 2005, a first-term Democrat- 
ic senator from Washington came 
out on top in a bristling confron- 
tation with Alaska’s senior Re- 
publican senator, then at the 
peak of his power and deter- 
mined to fulfill his quest to open 
up the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge (ANWR) to oil develop- 
ment. 

It was a signature victory for 
Sen. Maria Cantwell, burnishing 
her green credentials as she cor- 
ralled enough votes to defeat 
efforts by the late Ted Stevens to 
attach a refuge oil-development 
measure to a military-spending 
measure. 

Twelve years later, Cantwell, 
now in her third term, faces a 
more difficult fight to block new 
legislation that would make 
petroleum production a purpose 
of the 1.5 million-acre coastal 
plain. 

This area, part of the broader 
19.6 million-acre refuge, is 
prized by Alaska’s oil industry as 
prime for a major discovery. It 
also is championed by conserva- 
tionists as the biological heart of 
the refuge, a crown jewel of 
America’s wild lands where the 
Porcupine caribou herd (named 
for the Porcupine River) calves, 
polar bears den and millions of 
migratory birds gather. 

“This is one of the most intact 
ecosystems we have on the plan- 
et; why would we want to have 
oil and gas drilling in the middle 
of it?” said Cantwell, now the 
senior Democrat on the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee. 

The Republican chair of the 
committee, Alaska’s Lisa 
Murkowski, has crafted a mea- 
sure that would authorize 
800,000 acres of the coastal plain 
for exploration-lease sales over 
the next decade. 

The measure is attached to a 
bill to overhaul the nation’s tax 
code that could be voted on with- 
in days in the Senate. 

By attaching the provision to 
drill to the tax legislation — 
which is tied to the budget pro- 
cess — backers can pass it without 
mustering the 60 votes needed to 
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